
SAMANTHA TAN: ACHIEVING HER ASPIRATION TO STUDY OVERSEAS THROUGH 
ONLINE CROWDFUNDING!

Advocating Bruce Lee's Call To "Develop One's Potential"!!
KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 — 3 years ago, 28-year-old Samantha Tan initiated a crowdfunding 
campaign and succeeded in raising RM450,000 in pledges to send her to the USA to further her 
studies, in the process becoming the first Malaysian student to be accepted by the Actors Studio 
Drama School. Her experiences and achievements thus far show that the generosity of her 
donors has not been in vain.!!
MFA In New York!!
Samantha grew up in Petaling Jaya. 3 years ago, through online crowdfunding, she managed to 
collect a substantial sum to cover her tuition fees for the Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) programme 
in New York, USA. Through her own tenacity and determination, she proves that there are no 
limits to how far one can go to develop one's innate talents.!!
Currently in New York City as this interview is conducted, Samantha expresses her gratitude 
towards all who have helped her in this dream journey, and says that she feels very lucky 
indeed.!!
“I feel very fortunate and very grateful to everyone who has helped me make this journey 
possible. Without the generosity and support of so many people around the world, I would not 
have been able to obtain this world-class level of technique and training.”!!
Samantha started training in ballet at age 7 and is also skilled in rhythmic gymnastics, jazz and 
modern dance. She passed her ABRSM Piano Grade 8, and can sing as a mezzo-soprano.!!
Having danced and acted professionally in musicals in England, she was most recently selected 
to be a background dancer next to Russell Brand during the 2012 London Olympic Games 
Closing Ceremony.!!
Fiancé Suggested Reaching Out For Donations To Raise Tuition Fees!!
3 years ago, on the suggestion of her fiancé, she boldly and innovatively used the social media 
route to seek funding for her tuition.!!
"When I got in, I needed to raise about US$150,000 to prove to the American government that I 
had enough (funds) to cover my entire course - about RM450,000, which is an incredible sum of 
money”.!!
"Initially, I figured it might be a waste of time, nobody might visit the site much less give me any 
cash - why would anybody care about this? !!
Samantha was frank about her scepticism in using this method to get funding, but her fiancé 
countered. "What harm could it possibly do? Just put it out there, you don't know who's going to 
care that you're the first Malaysian in this school - it might matter to a lot of people."!!!



In fact, there were a few netizens who poured cold water over her efforts, and felt that in 
comparison to a course in Medicine or Law, an MFA in acting didn't seem to carry that much 
weight.!!
Samantha thought that those reactions were not altogether surprising, because choosing the 
performing arts is not generally seen to be respectable in local society. However, in the end, 
there were a lot of Malaysian donors who helped her get a foot in on the international stage.!!
Malaysian Youngsters Should Take A Chance On What They Love!!
"You can fail at what you don't want, so you might as well take a chance on doing what you 
love."!!
Invoking that quote from American comedian Jim Carrey in his recent commencement speech 
at the Maharishi University of Management in Iowa, Samantha encourages young people to 
step out of their comfort zones and dare to dream big.!!
Instead of following the crowd or blindly conforming to the life choices set down by parents or 
other people, one should instead choose to walk one's own unique path, she says.!!
With Determination, Nothing Is Impossible!!
“Don’t let anyone set limitations on your own possibilities- nothing is impossible if you are 
prepared to work very hard and make sacrifices to achieve it.”!!
There was a quote by Bruce Lee that she considers worth sharing: "Ever since I was a child I 
have had this instinctive urge for expansion and growth. To me, the function and duty of a high 
quality human being is the sincere and honest development of one's potential."!!
She emphasizes that we have only one life on this Earth, and that we should make good use of 
it, develop our potential and leave a mark worth remembering.!!
On a separate note, when asked what her plans are after graduating, Samantha reveals her 
desire to be an actress in the US, but admits that Asian actors in Hollywood tend to be offered 
typecasted roles.!!
While stereotyping remains a problem, Samantha feels that instead of griping about the 
difficulties as as Asian, she should instead choose to continue working and honing her craft, and 
if she performs well people might soon forget the colour of her skin, which would allow her to 
fight for more challenging roles.!!
Giving Back To Society: Returning To Malaysia To Conduct Workshops!!
Returning to Malaysia after graduating (sic), Samantha is well aware of the principle of giving 
back to society what you take from it, and thus she conducted a series of workshops for free to 
guide and assist those who have been supporting her and those who would like to follow her 
footsteps.!!
Worth mentioning is the fact that she discovered a lot of raw talent in these workshops.!



She is well aware that there is a lack of local support and training for the performing arts, but her 
story has given other young people who would like to pursue performing arts a precedent on 
how to take hold of their future.!!
"I very much enjoyed it, I'm happy I helped them plant a seed of interest.”!!
"A lot of people stop themselves before they even do 'step one', so… I would say, be brave 
enough to take step one, before worrying about steps two and three and four - those can come 
after."!!
When asked whether she plans to return to Malaysia to develop her career, Samantha was 
candid in saying that she probably wouldn't return in the near future, as it is imperative for her to 
continue training and building up her experience in a more competitive environment where the 
standard of acting and entertainment in general is world-class.!!
“I don’t think I know enough yet to make a significant contribution to the industry back home, but 
perhaps one day when I am established enough for my voice to make an impact I will be in a 
position to return.”


